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Northampton High School 
has a unique and cherished 
pioneering heritage as 
a girls’ school, a legacy 
shaped not only by our 
147 years of history but 
also by the exceptional 
achievements of so many 
of you, our alumnae. I lose 
count of the many times 
while meeting prospective 
parents that I have had the 
pleasure of being told, “I 

met an old High School girl, and she is everything I want 
my daughter to be”. It is a sentiment that never fails to 
move me, and one that beautifully captures how the spirit 
of our alumnae continues to inspire new generations of 
girls and young women to aim high, act with integrity and 
lead with confidence. 

I am delighted that we are now in touch with more Old 
Girls Association (OGA) members than ever before, and 
I hope you feel encouraged to reconnect with us - and 
with one another. Since becoming Head of this wonderful 
school in 2022, one of the greatest joys of my role has been 
welcoming back former pupils, whether they left recently 
or many years ago, and hearing how their experiences at 
Northampton High have shaped the women they have 
become and how they are shining purposefully in the world.

2026 Alumnae Reunion Lunch

    Scan here to book now

In October 2025, we were thrilled to welcome back Louise 
Pentland, award-winning author, Sunday Times bestseller, 
content creator, and broadcaster, who led an inspiring 
creative writing workshop for our Junior School pupils. 
The girls were enthralled by Louise’s story, from her days 
as a Northampton High student to her rise as a published 
author and influential voice in the media. With a combined 
following of over eight million, Louise is recognised as 
one of the world’s pioneering online content creators. 
Celebrated for her Wilde novels trilogy and her bestselling 
non-fiction memoir MumLife, she has firmly established 
herself within the literary world. Her latest children’s 
novel, Adventures in Lylaland, celebrates the power of 
imagination and the joy of creative thinking. During her 
workshop, Louise encouraged the girls to design their own 
inventions to help others, a challenge they embraced with 
energy, empathy and flair, embodying the school’s enduring 
spirit of curiosity and collaboration.

Welcome from The Head I would also like to express my heartfelt thanks to our 
dedicated OGA committee members, Alex Down, Jane 
Stock, Vicky Dacre, Anne Rodwell, Steph Caswell-White, 
Margaret Green, Dawn Powell and Steph Rodley, whose 
energy, creativity and commitment ensure that this 
cherished event continues to thrive year after year. Through 
their hard work and enthusiasm, they preserve the spirit of 
connection that makes our alumnae community so special. 
Indeed, their efforts bring joy to so many within our wider 
school family and are deeply valued and appreciated by 
everyone at Northampton High.

Our alumnae network is vibrant and ever-expanding, 
reflecting the wide range of paths our former students have 
taken. It is always inspiring to see how our mission “to help 
girls learn without limits, so that they go on to lead lives 
without limits” has translated into so many different forms 
of success. In this foreword, I am especially pleased to 
shine a spotlight on two alumnae whose recent visits have 
been sources of great pride and delight. Both have inspired 
current students and reminded us all of the school’s legacy 
of nurturing talent, celebrating the achievements of its 
alumnae and above all, encouraging every girl to believe 
there are no limits to what you can achieve. 

Reunion Lunch
It therefore gives me great pleasure to extend a warm 
invitation to our annual Northampton High Reunion 
Lunch, which will take place on Saturday 14 March 2026, 
from 12:30pm to 2:30pm. Priced at £15, this much-loved 
event is always a highlight of the year, a joyful occasion 
bringing together alumnae from both the Derngate and 
Hardingstone sites for a delicious two-course meal and an 
afternoon filled with conversation, laughter and nostalgia. 
Attendance has continued to grow, and feedback on our 
refreshed menu has been wonderfully positive. Whether 
you are a regular attendee or returning for the first time in 
many years, you will be most warmly welcomed. Further 
details can be found at 
www.trybooking.com/uk/events/landing/101328 or by 
scanning the QR code below. You can also email us at 
marketing@nhs.gdst.net or call us on 01604 765765.
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We also had the pleasure of welcoming back Emily Kilner
in March 2025, who returned to officially open our new
state of the art astroturf sports facility. Emily, a 
distinguished alumna celebrated for her achievements 
in both hockey and broadcasting, brought great warmth 
and inspiration to the event. After graduating from 
Durham University in 2020, Emily joined AB InBev, a 
global drinks and brewing company based in Belgium, 
through their international graduate scheme. She now 
works as Revenue Manager for New Business Ventures 
across the UK and Europe, a role that unites her strategic 
acumen with creativity and innovation. Alongside her 
corporate career, Emily has forged an impressive path in 
sports media as an interviewer, host and presenter in both 
English and Spanish. From her early days as a pitch-side 
presenter at the 2018 Hockey World Cup in London, she 
has become a familiar and respected voice at England 
and GB Hockey events, reconnecting with fellow alumnae 
and even former teachers such as Mrs Alex Down along 
the way. More recently, Emily has become one of the 
UK’s leading voices in the rapidly growing world of padel, 
presenting at the Padel World Championship Qualifiers in 
Derby, the European Games in Krakow, and hosting major 
international tournaments as part of PadelTV for Premier 
Padel. Her success exemplifies the determination, versatility 
and passion that so many of our alumnae embody.

I hope you enjoy reading this newsletter and discovering 
how your old school continues to evolve while holding true 
to its values and spirit. At the heart of our school is a belief 
that every girl should feel empowered to be her authentic 
self. Each pupil is a gift, and we value the individuality 
that every student brings. Learning at Northampton 
High is about embracing opportunities and taking risks; 
building resilience and confidence; nurturing curiosity and 
independence; and fostering a lifelong love of learning.

Please do keep in touch, we are always delighted to hear 
your stories and to celebrate your successes. If you would 
like to share news for next year’s edition, please contact 
Mrs Sian Thomas, Head of Admissions and Marketing at 
marketing@nhs.gdst.net 

Finally, my sincere thanks go to the many of you who 
continue to support the school through your time, expertise 
or philanthropy. As the financial landscape for independent 
schools continues to change, developing funds to support 
bursary places remains ever more important. What we offer 
at Northampton High continues to be transformative, and 
we are determined to continue welcoming students from a 
wide range of backgrounds into our community. We remain 
steadfast in our commitment to reaching as many girls as 
possible, wherever they may be, with our expertise in how 
girls learn best.

Warmest wishes,

Dr May Lee 
Head 

This year, students at Northampton High School achieved 
some of the strongest A Level results in the school’s recent 
history, reinforcing our growing reputation for academic 
excellence. An impressive 16% of entries were graded A* 
with 40% graded A or A*.

These statistics are filled with personal triumphs. 13% of 
the cohort, achieved straight A*/A grades, and one student 
secured four A*s. A remarkable one-third of students 
achieved at least one A grade, the highest level in recent 
years. Overall, 73% of all grades were A to B, an increase 
from 68% last year.

Our students’ academic success extends beyond traditional 
subjects. All 11 students who took the Extended Project 
Qualification (EPQ) achieved at the highest levels, with 
100% receiving an A or A*. In individual subjects, Art, 
German, and Latin all achieved 100% A*/A grades, while 
Geography and Further Mathematics each recorded over 
65% A*/A grades. Across all 22 A-Level subjects, 64% 
achieved 100% A*-C grades, a notable rise from 45% last 
year.

Sixth Form leavers achieved places on highly competitive 
courses at leading UK universities, including Oxford, 
Durham, Edinburgh, Bristol, Bath and Imperial College 
London, and will go on to study an impressive breadth 
of subjects from Fine Art, English Literature, Classics and 
Medicine to Computing, Politics and Philosophy, Law, 
Mathematics and Film Production. 

We are incredibly proud of the Class of 2025. This cohort 
has not only excelled academically but has also shown 
remarkable integrity and resilience, balancing their 
studies with a vibrant school life. As they move on, we 
are confident they are ready to embrace the world and 
everything it has to offer.

Our students also achieved outstanding results at GCSE 
level. 41% of all grades were awarded at the coveted 9/8 
grades (equivalent to an A*), furthermore 19% of the cohort 
achieved a clean sweep of A*/A grades, with 17% securing 
5 or more 9 grades. Subject highlights included History 
achieving 55% of grades at 9/8, English Language 69%, 
Latin 67%, and Religious Studies 81%.

While we celebrate these top grades, we also recognise 
the individual effort behind every achievement. We are 
immensely proud of every student and have watched this 
group grow into mature, thoughtful, and creative young 
women. They will enter the next stage of their education 
with confidence and excitement.

Henry Rickman
Deputy Head

Examination Results
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Reflections from Annemarie Halstead
I have just retired after 24 
years as an English teacher at 
Northampton High School. In 
2001 the school was one of 
fountain pens, hymn books 
and text books whereas now 
laptops, other screens and the 
Internet are central to learning. 
(Shakespeare endures, 
however!) Many other things 
have changed: Mrs Mayne was 
the Head when I arrived from 
Campion and there have been 
five principals since then. I will 
truly miss the classroom, the 

pupils and, most of all, my colleagues. I am very grateful 
to the school for my employment and even moreso for the 
education of my daughter, Imogen, who was very happy 
there.

This past summer, we launched our ‘Then & Now’ series to 
celebrate our shared history alongside snapshots of school 
life today. To paint the full picture of our heritage, we are 
calling on our alumnae to dig into their archives - just like 
Sophie Cox, who reached out after seeing her photo in our 
Alumnae Archives!

Then: Sophie studied Religious Studies, Latin, and Maths at 
A Level. She credits her amazing teachers for their belief 
in her, which helped secure her place at her first-choice 
university.

Now: Sophie recently graduated from Cambridge with a 
degree in Theology. After volunteering this summer, she 
has started a role in global conference administration in 
London.

Where did your Northampton High School journey take 
you? Whether it is a photo from a school trip, a sports 
match, or a candid moment with friends, your personal 
memories bring our history to life.

What did you do next? We would love to hear from you!

then vs... now!

I had a fantastic time studying at

Northampton High School. I was 

involved in a variety of extracurricular 

activities and made great friends, which 

meant that I really enjoyed my school 

experience. My teachers challenged me 

to do my best, and their support and 

belief in me meant that I could go on to 

my first choice university.

SOPHIE
Northampton High School Alum & Cambridge Graduate

Sophie Cox

Class of 2025

Laura Charles

Then and Now



Help Us Make History
Join the 150th Anniversary Committee
In 2028, Northampton High School will celebrate a 
momentous milestone: 150 years of pioneering girls’ 
education since our founding in 1878.

From those first twenty students to the vibrant community 
we are today, our legacy has always been built on the 
contributions of women like you. As we look ahead to 
this historic anniversary, we are establishing a 150th 
Anniversary Working Committee to help curate a 
programme of celebratory events, reunions, and archive 
projects.

We are looking for alumnae with energy, creativity, and a 
love for the school to join us in shaping these celebrations. 
Whether you have professional expertise in event planning 
or simply a passion for our history, we would be delighted 
to have your input.

Interested in joining the team? Please express your 
interest by emailing Mrs Sian Thomas, Head of Admissions 
and Marketing, at marketing@nhs.gdst.net.

Contact Us
You can read more about Northampton High School’s latest 
news by visiting northamptonhigh.co.uk

Northampton High School, Newport Pagnell Road,
Hardingstone, Northampton, NN4 6UU
Tel: 01604 765765  |  Email: nhsadmin@nhs.gdst.net

You can also follow us on:

 facebook.com/northamptonhigh

 instagram.com/northamptonhigh

 linkedin.com/school/69642524

High History
Notes taken from The Old Girls’ 
Committee Minutes Records in the 
1950s

Throughout the 1950s the Old Girls’ meetings were held in 
July and December. The first meeting of the decade took 
the form of a short service followed by a discussion and 
then a posy and flower arranging competition. Later in the 
year a Christmas gathering was organised where the Sixth 
Form performed a play followed by supper, games, dancing 
and carols. The committee decided to cater the supper at a 
charge of one shilling and six pence per head.

In the summer of 1952 those old girls who were up to date 
with their subscriptions were invited to the ceremony 
where the Duchess of Gloucester laid the Foundation Stone 
for new buildings on the Derngate site.

The school’s 75th anniversary took place in 1953, and all old 
girls were invited to join the current staff and pupils in a 
service at All Saints’ Northampton.

The 1954 annual school fete focused on raising money 
for the building fund. The Old Girls had a stall where 
everything that was offered for sale had to be pink or blue!

At the summer meeting in 1955 it was reported that the Old 
Girls’ School and Loan Fund to assist past pupils was still 
in existence, and anyone wishing to avail herself of this was 
to apply to the headmistress, Miss Marsden. At this time 
the annual subscription for old girls was three shillings and 
sixpence and lifetime membership was a guinea.

To round off the decade and to commemorate Miss 
Marsden’s 21 years at the school a dinner was held at The 
Wedgwood in Abington Street.

Keep the Memories Coming! 
Our ‘Then and Now’ 

Series Needs You
HOW TO CONTRIBUTE

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS
Please email your scanned photos or stories 
to marketing@nhs.gdst.net.

TAG US ONLINE
If you post on your own channels, tag 
@NorthamptonHigh and use #NHSHeritage 
so we can share your memories with the 
wider community.

FOLLOW THE JOURNEY
Make sure you are following us on Facebook 
and Instagram to see if your year group is 
featured next!
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