
Year 6 went to Osmington Bay. They tested their 
skills on a giant swing, a climbing wall and a zip wire 
and they played aeroball with Dr Stringer. They tried 
canoeing and dragon boating as well as crawling 
through tunnels and pushing themselves to new 
limits. They got wet in the rain, they laughed together 
and made memories to last a lifetime.

Osmington

Birthdays are always special, of course, and, this year, celebrating the 140th birthday of our school has brought some particularly special 
experiences and memories.  From the extended Arts Festival (with a fabulous Family Fun Day) to the WHEW! STEAM Extravaganza via Noisy 
Classroom, scintillating Shakespeare and creative workshops with our Artist-in-Residence, the girls (and staff ) have celebrated in style.  New 
faces included our first two-year-olds, who joined Nursery in January (and settled in very happily from the first moment), and Betty, the 
miniature Australian Labradoodle, who has quickly stolen all our hearts (and the odd door-stop!).   Journeys of discovery can be short or long 
but are never less than exciting - rambles to the wild area for Forest School adventures for Reception, say, or sprints down Alpine ski slopes 
for Years 5 and 6.  Marshmallows toasted on a campfire taste so much better than those at home, say Year 4, while Year 3 are feeling proud of 
themselves for taking the challenge of their very first residential in their stride.  ‘It is a wrap’ on ’17-18, as our keen film-makers might say, and it 
certainly was a blockbuster of a year.  Curtain up, now, on a brand new year – I wonder what ’18-19 will bring?

Dr Helen Stringer, Headmistress

Junior School 
Highlights

Year 3 enjoyed their first ever residential trip to Grendon where they navigated low ropes, tried their hand at archery, completed challenges and honed their teamwork. The girls loved their overnight trip and cannot wait for their next one. They were a joy to take away and a credit to the school. #gdstspirit

Grendon

Ski

Year 4 had a fantastic time on their trip to Stibbington. The focus of the trip was 
to develop map skills and learn about the local area. Activities included: using 
grid references to complete a treasure hunt around Stibbington Lakes, following 
a route on a map, carrying out a village survey of amenities and monitoring the 
traffic on the A1. They have also found time to develop their Eco awareness, toast 
marshmallows around a campfire and take part in outdoor Art activities. This is a 
much loved trip and a highlight of the year.

Stibbington

Year 5 went to Everdon to immerse themselves in adventurous activities at 

Snorscomb River. The girls particularly enjoyed river dipping, where they found 

river dwellers such water shrimps and leeches. They waded into the water in their 

wellies and measured the depth of the river. High school girls love being outside 

and enjoying nature, it makes everyone feel positive and refreshed #gdstgirl

Everdon

RESIDENTIAL

We enjoyed another successful Year 5 and 6 ski trip this year, which was bigger and better 

than ever with eight GDST schools taking part. The girls headed off to new heights (literally!) 

at Les Meniures where they practised their skiing skills, challenged themselves, made new 

friends and most importantly, had lots of fun. We were so proud of them and we are looking 

forward to next year’s trip already. #thisgirlcan
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Year 1 had an exciting trip to Woburn Safari Park. The 

girls particularly enjoyed seeing the penguins, meerkats 

and sea lions. They held the parrots and even had a 

monkey jumping around on their minibus roof!

Woburn

Forest School continued to be very popular with our 
girls. Fire making and marshmallow toasting have been 
enjoyed, not forgetting puddle splashing, bird feeder 
making and den construction.

Forest School

The dentist visited Year 4 to teach them all about 

teeth. The girls now have some top tips for 

keeping their teeth and gums healthy.

Teeth

We continued to enjoy class assemblies 
including one from Year 5 about overcoming fears or challenges. Girls have already amassed many incredible experiences that require 
confidence and bravery, such as mountain climbing, swimming with sharks, surfing and skydiving.

Assembly

Year 5 went to the Herbert Art Gallery and learnt 

about perspective, portrait, landscape and still life. 

They enjoyed practising their artistic talents.

Herbert Gallery

Girls in Year 6 were taught about film making 

and camera movement by members of the Sixth 

Form. They then tried their hands at various film 

techniques and made shadow theatres.

Film Studies

Girls were captivated by the STEM day. Girls spent the 
whole day enjoying fun activities in Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics.

STEM Day

Collingtree Care Home
Musicians from Year 3 went out to entertain the 
residents at Collingtree Care Home.

The Nursery girls had a lovely time at the farm, 

where they had the opportunity to feed lambs 

bottles of milk, feed the goats and look at the 

chickens, ducks, cows and sheep. They even 

enjoyed the special treat of a cake and a drink in 

the tea room.

Farm Trip

The Junior Debating Club covered topics with passion 

and enthusiasm, as always, including the contentious 

subject of ‘sending an email is better than a letter’.

Our Nursery welcomed our first two year olds in 

January. The girls settled in quickly and are a pleasure 

to have in our school family.

Year 6 enjoyed a day of debating as part of the ‘Noisy 

Classroom!’ experience. We also extended the event 

to local schools and it was thoroughly enjoyed by all.

Year 6 had a trip to Think Tank which they said was ‘awesome!’ Each class participated in three activities including the Planetarium, Lego Coding and learning how fossils developed.

Reception started swimming lessons, and we 
quickly saw a host of excited, water confident 
girls emerging as the term progressed.

Year 6 had a talk on ‘Money Matters’ which helped 

them to understand what banks do, how they 

manage money and about digital money.

We celebrated the 25th Anniversary of Northampton 

High School at the Hardingstone site. A time capsule 

was buried by Year 6 girls, using the same spade the 

Queen used 25 years ago.

Junior girls all enjoyed Christmas 
Decoration Day. Year 5 learnt how to do blanket stitch and made mini Christmas stockings.

AUTUMN TERM

We celebrated World Book Day with fantastic style and enthusiasm!

25th Anniversary

Debating

Decorations

Reception Swim

Money Matters

Think Tank

2 Year Olds

SPRING TERM

World Book Day

Noisy Classroom

The Summer Concert was a 
wonderful celebration event, seeing 
all of the music groups perform to 
an appreciative audience.

Summer Concert

Atomic Tom came in to assembly and wowed the 

girls with amazing Science experiments; we always 

enjoy seeing his spectacular shows.

Atomic Tom

Girls from Years 1-5 took part in an Indian Drumming 

workshop, where they had the opportunity to play exciting 

rhythms on the Dhol. They learnt that the sticks are called 

Daga and Tilli and they enjoyed clapping and dancing, as 

well as drumming.

Indian Drumming

The whole school  took part in the Girls’ Day 
School Trust Sport Relief challenge where girls and 
staff worked together to cover 25,000 miles, the 
circumference of the world #GDSTgirlsruntheworld

GDST Run

Year 4 had great fun at Piddington Roman 

Villa Museum, their visit launching their topic 

about life in Roman Britain.

Piddington

The Christmas plays were all a big hit. We were delighted to welcome residents from Richmond Village again, who helped provide the younger girls with a discerning rehearsal audience.

Christmas Plays

Reception girls joined in celebrating International 

Women’s  Day with a superb display of homemade 

badges and sashes. They thought about the Queen, 

their mummies, their teachers and all the amazing 

women in the world and we had some fantastic ideas 

about why ‘girls are great’!

International Women’s Day

Betty the puppy joined us 

as our very own ‘school dog’. 

Within days she managed to 

win everyone’s hearts and 

we are really pleased at the 

positive effect she is having on 

the girls.

Betty The Dog

All of our Year 2 girls had a Taster Day where 

they found out what it is like to be in Year 

3. They spent time creating, drawing and 

building 3D shapes and investigating how 

to influence bubbles.

Year 3 Taster Day

Year 5 and 6 had a visit from GB hockey player, and 

Olympic gold medalist, Hollie Webb. She led training 

sessions with the girls, answered their questions and 

signing numerous sticks, bottles and bags.

Year 5 and 6 Hockey



Reception visited West Lodge Farm where the girls enjoyed 

seeing a variety of farm animals. They stroked rabbits, guinea 

pigs and sheep. They brushed a baby goat and handled 

some sheep wool. The barrel ride was very exciting, as was 

the pig racing!

West Lodge Farm

The Dance and Gymnastic Extravaganza was a roaring 

success.

Dance and Gym Extravaganza

Amazing authors Monica Withrington, Annie Gray and 

Robin Stevens inspired our girls, provoking new career 

ambitions for some!

Author Day

Year 1 girls enjoyed working in small groups 
with a Sixth Form buddy to research facts about 
Scotland, England and Wales.

Year 1 and Sixth Form

Years 4, 5 and 6 worked with our Artist-In -Residence to trial new printing methods, sew wonderful creations and produce 
unique design work.

Art-In-Residence

The whole school came together for 

the 140th birthday celebrations. This 

included a fantastic charity ball, a Family 

Fun Day and an extended Arts Festival 

with programme contributions from 

across the school.

The summer play of ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ 

was a polished performance, with the girls giving 

convincing interpretations of this classic Shakespeare 

piece; the parents loved watching them all do so well.

The Queen’s Cross Centre held a Summer STEAM 

Extravaganza with over 150 Year 5 girls from local primary 

schools, along with our Year 5, in attendance. All the 

girls enjoyed mixing up slime, making bath bombs and 

learning about Sewage Works.

Lots of the girls raised money for their chosen 
charities. Year 6 ran a charity fun day for the 
Re:store charity where everyone in the Junior 
School dressed up as farmers, scarecrows or the 

colour of their favourite vegetable.

The whole Junior School enjoyed a brilliant outdoor 

learning day. In Year 2 the girls measured, ordered 

and compared the capacity of water with a range of 

containers in a paddling pool. It was splashing good fun.

Everyone had great fun at the annual Sports Day. 

Girls enjoyed egg and spoon races, sack races 

and seeing all their parents cheer them on.

The Nursery girls were so excited to watch their 

very own chicks hatch, from watching the eggs 

being kept warm to eventually getting to stroke 

the baby chicks.
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Summer Production  

Charity Day

140th Celebrations

Sports Day

Chicks

Outdoor Learning

The Cricket in the summer term got off to a great start 

with our U11 Cricket A, B and C teams all winning their 

matches against Wellingborough School.

Cricket

STEAM

SUMMER TERM


