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For this release we have chosen to
focus on where languages can take
you in the future. We explore both the
professional side of how languages
can help you find a job and also the
ways they can help you in travelling
and everyday lite. Thank you to those
who have submitted their work and
please let us know if you have any
teedback for tuture releases.

We hope you like it!



Interviews

For our interviews for this magazine release we asked the
language teachers at Northampton High about what led
them into a career of teaching.

What made you want to become a language

teacher? —
“I've always known | wanted to be a teacher but
then | didn't know what subjects | wanted to teach, ;
so | went and did a year abroad being a French i
assistant and | really enjoyed it so | thought that |

would be a language teacher.”
- Mr Pietropaoli

What made you want to become a language teacher?

“I just got really interested when | was learning English. | was really really

interested by trying to decipher what the lyrics in songs meant because in France

you are more exposed to English songs and English programmes... so trying to

understand what was actually going on is what really got me into it. And | was

also really interested in history so | decided to go and do an English degree but
also looking at the linguistic and looking at the culture and the history... | studied
English history, American history. | studied the linguistic, the grammar, translation;

| did a lot of that as well at university, and then i just went away after my studies
to be a language assistant... and | really liked it and wanted to come back. At first
| wanted to come back home and teach English in France to French students, but

no, i decided that England was the place | wanted to be”
- Miss Orvoen

What's your favourite language to teach? Why?
“I love both French and Spanish but | probably say
that Spanish is my favourite to teach, as the head of
Spanish. Possibly as well because | have that little
extra connection through my family and through
Spain. | spent a little bit longer living in Spain as

well.”
- Mr Watson



Why do you think that people should learn a language?

“I think it's part and parcel of being a global citizen. | think people
who speak English predominantly, think I don't need to learn a
language because everyone speaks English is plain arrogant. | think it
says something very negative about their attitude to being a global
citizen. It's about so much more than communication, it's about
understanding somebody else's culture, somebody else's language,
someone else's view of the world. And that is part and parcel of

being a global citizen..”
- Mrs Hill

What made you want to become a language teacher?

“I changed high schools after a year, so | did French and German
in my first year and | loved German. | think it's such a fun
language to learn. | like the way it sounds, so | was a bit sad to
not carry it on but then when | changed schools | got to do
Spanish so that was really nice because then it gave me the
opportunity to connect with the language that | had encountered
through my family and through travelling, so then | went to do
French and Spanish and it just sort of came naturally to me in
terms of understanding and vocabulary learning, although i did
nearly drop French at GCSE because i couldn't get my head
around Mrs Vandertramp and the perfect tense but eventually |
cracked it. | think | was going to take geography and then my
French teacher took me to one side and said “Seriously, come on.

You can do this” and the rest is history. .”
- Mr Watson

What's your favourite language to teach? Why?
“So | prefer to teach Spanish because | learnt it as a
student so | find it easier to explain rather than
explaining French which is my language as it's easier
to teach something you've learnt yourselt”

- Mr Pietropaoli



What's your favourite cultural
aspect of the language that you
teach?

“Germany's not really renowned for

the good quality of it's cuisine. | love their cakes
and ice cream but | think more than anything it's
possibly actually the art because | also love art.
When I lived in Berlin | spent a lot of time in art
galleries and there were some really forward
thinking avant garde Germans and German
speaking artists particularly in the earlier part of
the 20th century. So literature and art, again
going back to literature | really loved English and
literature so that's been a real motivator for my

German as well.”
- Mrs Hill

Why do you think that people should
learn a language?

“Because it helps you to learn
things about your own language
and also | think it opens you to

different cultures and it's nice to
go somewhere and know a bit of the

language.”
- Mr Pietropaoli

Interviewers: Honor, Rosie & Jasmine



LANEUAGE TIPS

Change the language set up on your phone to the
language you would like to learn to get familiar with
it!

Get in touch with people from the country who's
language you are talking to. You could reach out to
relatives or get involved with the school's Pen Pal
programme for German!

Get used to hearing and looking at the language
you are learning by watching TV programmes in
that language, listening to foreign songs and
reading foreign books.

Utilise all your resources. Make use of documents ,’/

that your teachers give you and remember to use|
apps like Quizlet and Duolingo which use active
recall techniques. Ne__ .-

Try and integrate the language you are learning into
your daily life. You could try and have a conversation
with a friend who is also learning the language to
practice speaking and recalling vocab.

"1 THINK IF YOU HAVE THE PATIENCE TO TAKE THE TIME TO LEARN
THE VOCABULARY AND TRY TO IDENTIFY THE PATTERNS AND VERB
ENDINGS | THINK THAT ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE REALLY. IT SHOULD BE
SOMETHING THAT YOU ARE ABLE TO OVERCOME."

- MR WATSON

Written by: Leona & Jasmine



Recipes

RASGULLA .... (the lovely food which was made for the
INGREDIENTS: Diwali assembly)

CHENNA: - By Samiha

I LITER FULL FAT MILK
2-3 TBSP LEMON JUICE
I LITER ICE WATER

. | 3
SUGAR SYRUP: ) ¢
200G SUGAR \ : 4 -
750ML WATER s 4 5\
1/2 TSP ROSE WATER R . '
e \'—/

METHOD:

BRING MILK TO A BOIL IN A POT

ADD 2 TBSP OF LEMON JUICE AND STIR UNTIL THE MILK CURDLES
ONCE THE MILK HAS CURDLED COMPLETELY, TURN OFF THE HEAT AND
LET THE MILK REST FOR 2 MINS

POUR ICE WATER INTO THE POT

PLACE A COLANDER OVER A BOWL AND LINE IT WITH A THIN CLOTH
DRAIN THE CURDLED MILK

RINSE THE CHENNA TO GET RID OF ANY LEMON FLAVOR

TIE THE CLOTH AND SQUEEZE IT TO REMOVE AS MUCH EXCESS
WATER

HANG THE MIXTURE FOR 2 HOURS INTO IT IS CRUMBLY

ADD SUGAR, ROSE WATER AND WATER TO A CLEAN POT

DISSOLVE SUGAR AND BRING TO A BOIL

AFTER 2 HOURS, KNEED THE CHENNA FOR 5 MINS, UNTIL SMOOTH
TAKE SMALL PORTIONS OF THE DOUGH AND ROLL INTO SMALL BALLS
(16)

BRING THE SUGAR SYRUP TO BOIL THEN SWITCH TO A MEDIUM
FLAME

ADD THE BALLS AND OVER THE POT IMMEDIATELY

COOK ON MEDIUM HEAT FOR 10 MINS (HALFWAY THROUGH GENTLY
STIR), THE SYRUP MUST BE BUBBLING AND BOILING THIS ENTIRE TIME
AFTER COOKING KEEP THE LID CLOSED FOR AT LEAST 20 MINS
ALLOW RASGULLA TO COOL COMPLETELY BEFORE EATING



COCONUT BURFI

INGREDIENTS:

3 CUPS DESICCATED COCONUT
400G CONDENSED MILK

1/3TSP CARDAMOM

3 TSP MELTED BUTTER/GHEE

METHOD:

PUT A PAN ON LOW HEAT, ADD THE COCONUT AND
CONDENSED MILK

COOK STIRRING CONSTANTLY FOR 2-3 MINS UNTIL IT IS A
SEMI-SOLID CONSISTENCY

ADD CARDAMOM AND BUTTER AND COOK FOR AN EXTRA
2 MINS

DIVIDE MIXTURE INTO 2

ADD PINK/RED FOOD COLORING TO 1 OF THE HALVES
GREASE A CONTAINER AND LINE WITH PARCHMENT PAPER
ADD PINK COCONUT MIXTURE AND USE A SPATULA TO
FLATTEN IT

ADD THE WHITE MIXTURE ON TOP AND SMOOTH IT OUT
PLACE IN THE FRIDGE FOR AN HOUR UNTIL SET

d




JALEBI]

INGREDIENTS:

125G PLAIN FLOUR

15G CORN FLOUR

1/8TH TSP TURMERIC

120ML CURD/PLAIN YOGURT
1/2 TSP BAKING SODA

ITSP LEMON JUICE

1/3TSP CARDAMOM POWDER
] PINCH SAFFRON

OIL/GHEE FOR FRYING
200G SUGAR

120ML-180ML WATER

METHOD:

ADD SUGAR AND WATER TO A POT

BOIL ON MEDIUM HEAT UNTIL IT REACHES A STRINGY
CONSISTENCY

ADD LEMON JUICE, CARDAMOM AND SAFFRON

REMOVE FROM HEAT, SET ASIDE

MIX TOGETHER FLOUR, CORN FLOUR, AND TURMERIC POWDER
ADD WATER AND MAKE A THICK BATTER, COVER AND FERMENT FOR
12-24 HOURS , IT WON'T RISE BUT SHOULD HAVE SMALL BUBBLES
ON TOP

HEAT OIL ON MEDIUM HEAT

ADD BAKING SODA TO THE BATTER

ADD BATTER INTO A BOTTLE WITH NOZZLE (SQUEEZE BOTTLE) OR
PIPING BAG WITH A SMALL HOLE

SQUEEZE IN THE BATTER IN CIRCULAR MOTIONS CREATING
SPIRALS

MEANWHILE HEAT UP THE SUGAR SYRUP

ONCE THE JALEBIS ARE CRISPY, ADD TO THE SUGAR SYRUP,
ALLOW TO REST FOR 2 MINS

SERVE JALEBI HOT OR COLD



Interview with Sophie Coombes
;f!‘)','«(/ 7 i ;7*:#;29@5
WHAT UNIVERSITY ARE YOU AT? v 8 ﬂ? x Jf”w

UNIVERSITY OF ST ANDREWS

WHAT ARE YOU STUDYING?
GERMAN, RUSSIAN AND ARABIC

HOW ARE YOU FINDING LEARNING TWO BRAND NEW LANGUAGES?
IT'S DIFFICULT BECAUSE YOU HAVE TO FIND A LOT OF TIME TO STUDY
THEM AND IT WAS ALSO HARD TO LEARN TWO NEW ALPHABETS, HOWEVER, |
THOROUGHLY ENJOY THEM AND WOULD NOT WANT TO STUDY ANYTHING
ELSE. | ADORE THOSE LANGUAGES, THEY ARE REALLY REWARDING AND
THEY WILL HELP ME WITH MY FUTURE CAREER. LEARNING LANGUAGES AT
SUCH A HIGH LEVEL IS A BIG STEP UP AND IT MOVES EXTREMELY FAST.

WHAT WAS YOUR FIRST EXPERIENCE WITH LANGUAGES?

| STARTED LEARNING FRENCH IN JUNIOR SCHOOL IN YEAR 1 BUT IT WASN'T
MY FAVOURITE SUBJECT. IN YEAR 7 WE STARTED TAKING LATIN, GERMAN
AND SPANISH AS WELL AS FRENCH WHICH | ENJOYED MORE. | HAD NEVER
LEARNED THEM BEFORE BUT | FELL IN LOVE WITH THEM AND REALISED THAT
I HAD A TALENT FOR THEM.

WHY DO YOU THINK THAT LANGUAGES ARE IMPORTANT?

WHEN | HAVE BEEN ON HOLIDAY, | GET A HUGE SENSE OF SATISFACTION
WHEN | AM ABLE TO CONVERSE WITH THE LOCAL PEOPLE. NELSON
MANDELA SAID, “IF YOU TALK TO A MAN IN A LANGUAGE HE UNDERSTANDS,
THAT GOES TO HIS HEAD. IF YOU TALK TO HIM IN HIS OWN LANGUAGE,
THAT GOES TO HIS HEART.”. | CAN GET TO KNOW PEOPLE BETTER THAN IF |
WERE TO SPEAK IN ENGLISH; GERMANS IN PARTICULAR SEEM FLATTERED
WHEN THEY HEAR AN ENGLISH PERSON SPEAK TO THEM IN THEIR NATIVE
TONGUE.

ALSO, IT'S A REALLY GOOD ADVANTAGE IF YOU'RE LOOKING TO WORK
ABROAD IN PARTICULAR. WHILE | DON'T STUDY FRENCH AND DUTCH
ANYMORE, MY PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE, ON TOP OF MY CURRENT GERMAN,
IS REALLY HELPING ME WHILE I'M APPLYING FOR SUMMER JOBS IN EUROPE.

I AM LOOKING FOR AN INTERNATIONAL CAREER, WHICH PROVIDES TRAVEL,
AND SO WITH ALL OF THE LANGUAGES | CAN SPEAK, IT REALLY SETS ME UP
WELL FOR THE FUTURE.



DO YOU BELIEVE THAT LEARNING LANGUAGES HELPS YOU
WITH OTHER ACADEMIC SUBJECTS?

LANGUAGES REQUIRE A LOT OF DEDICATION, AND YOU
SHOULD BE STUDYING VOCAB AND GRAMMAR EVERY DAY (TO
KEEP DUO HAPPY!). THEREFORE, THE COMMITMENT TO THE
LANGUAGE PROVIDES YOU WITH A REALLY GOOD WORK ETHIC.
ALSO, LANGUAGES ARE REALLY GOOD FOR YOUR MEMORY, AS
YOU ARE CONSTANTLY FEEDING YOUR BRAIN WITH NEW WORDS
TO LEARN.

WHY IS GERMAN SUCH A UNIQUE LANGUAGE IN YOUR
OPINION?

WHEN | STUDIED GERMAN AT SCHOOL, | ALREADY KNEW SOME
FRENCH, LATIN AND SPANISH, WHICH ARE ALL ROMANCE
LANGUAGES. THEY WERE ALL SIMILAR, SHARING SOME WORDS
AND GRAMMAR RULES. HOWEVER, GERMAN IS A TEUTONIC
(GERMANIC) LANGUAGE, AND SO WHILE IT IS IN THEORY
SIMILAR TO ENGLISH, THERE ARE A LOT OF DIFFERENCES IN
GRAMMAR AND VOCAB. IT CAN BE A BIT HARDER TO LEARN,
BUT WHAT | LIKE IS THAT THERE ARE VERY FEW GRAMMAR
EXCEPTIONS, SO ONCE YOU'VE MASTERED THE RULES, YOU'VE
CRACKED IT. GERMAN IS ALSO VERY DIFFERENT TO RUSSIAN
AND ARABIC, WHICH ADDS TO THE CHALLENGE OF MY DEGREE.

HOW HAVE YOU OVERCOME SETBACKS IN YOUR JOURNEY?
THERE HAVE BEEN A LOT OF SETBACKS THIS SEMESTER, AS |
WAS GETTING TO GRIPS WITH THE RIGOUR OF TWO BEGINNERS’
LANGUAGE (JUST DOING ONE IS SUPPOSED TO BE VERY
INTENSE). | WAS REALLY BEHIND ON GRAMMAR AND VOCAB
BECAUSE | WASN'T SURE AT FIRST HOW TO LEARN WORDS IN A
DIFFERENT ALPHABET. | HAD TO BE QUITE CREATIVE WITH MY
APPROACH TO STUDY, AS IT CAN BE THAT JUST POWERING
THROUGH WORDS ON QUIZLET CAN EVENTUALLY BECOME LESS
EFFECTIVE. IT IS WISE TO ALSO MEMORISE WORDS BY WRITING
OUT SENTENCES AND WRITING SYNONYMS FOR NEW TERMS.



WHAT ARE YOUR FAVOURITE REVISION TECHNIQUES?

AT SCHOOL, | REALLY ENJOYED DOING PAST PAPERS, AND |
REMEMBER DOING EVERY GERMAN GCSE EXAM PAPER FROM
2006 TO 2018 'l | ALSO LOVE DOING GRAMMAR EXERCISES
AND TRANSLATING SENTENCES, WHICH HELPED ME LEARN
VOCAB AND GRAMMAR IN TANDEM. ALSO, IT'S WORTH FINDING
PODCASTS AND WEBSITES IN THE LANGUAGE. PODCASTS ARE
GREAT BECAUSE YOU CAN SLOW THE SPEED DOWN IF IT'S A
BIT TOO FAST! | LIKE THE DIE LAGE PODCAST AND | ALSO
FOLLOW DER SPIEGEL ON SNAPCHAT!

WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE TO SOMEONE THAT IS
THINKING OF TAKING A LANGUAGE COURSE?

I’'D SAY THAT YOU NEED TO FOCUS ON SETTING TIME ASIDE
TO STUDY EVERY DAY; EVEN IF IT'S JUST FOR A LITTLE BIT, IT’S
REALLY IMPORTANT TO. ALSO, AS WELL AS THE STUDYING AND
REVISION, IT'S REALLY GREAT TO DEVELOP A PASSION FOR
THE COUNTRY/COUNTRIES WHERE THE LANGUAGES ARE
SPOKEN, SO THAT IT'S NOT JUST GRAMMAR AND VOCAB
YOU'RE LEARNING, BUT A WAY TO CONNECT WITH A WHOLE
NEW WAY OF LIFE. ALSO, IT'S GOOD TO MAKE THE MOST OF
SCHOOL EXCHANGES AND TRIPS IF YOU CAN, BECAUSE YOU
CAN PRACTISE YOUR LANGUAGE, MAKE MISTAKES, BUT ALSO
GET THAT BUZZ FROM CHATTING TO FOREIGN LOCALS!! | DO
THINK THAT LANGUAGES ARE FOR EVERYONE BECAUSE WE
OFTEN FORGET TO REALISE THAT THERE IS MORE TO THEM
THAN JUST A TEXTBOOK: LANGUAGES ARE ONE OF THE MOST
LIVELY SUBJECTS TO LEARN, IF YOU THROW YOURSELF INTO
THEM.
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RESPONSES BY: SOPHIE COOMBES
INTERVIEWED BY: LUCIE COOMBES
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TIBETAN NEW YEAR, OR LOSAR, IS A FESTIVAL FOR
TIBETAN BUDDHISTS. IT IS CELEBRATED FOR 15 DAYS,
THE FIRST 3 DAYS BEING THE MOST SIGNIFICANT. IT IS

CELEBRATES THE NEW YEAR, ON THE FIRST DAY
(LAMA-LOSAR), IT IS TRADITION TO VISIT

MONASTERIES AND RECIEVE BLESSING. THE SECOND

DAY, (GYALPO-LOSAR, OR KING LOSAR) REPRESENTS
AUTHORITY AND PUBLIC CELEBRATIONS ARE USUALLY

DONE ON THIS DAY. THE THRID DAY, (CHOKYONG-

LOSAR) PRAYER FLAGS ARE HOISTED ON HILLS AND

HOUSES.

DURING LOSAR, ALTERS ARE DECORATED AS A THANK
YOU TO LOCAL DEITIES FOR THE PAST YEAR, AS WELL
AS FOR PROPSPERITY IN THE NEW YEAR. WEI SANG
ALSO KNOWN AS THE BURNING PINE TREE BRANCHES,
CYPRESS AND OTHER HERBS TO MAKE AROMATIC
SMOKE AS AN OFFERING FOR GODS IS ESSENTIAL TO
THE RITUALS ON DAY THREE OF THE CELEBRATION



HOLI,OR THE FESTIVAL OF LOVE AND
COLOUR, IS ONE OF THE MOST
POPULAR/WELL KNOWN HINDU
FESTIVALS, MOST COMMONLY

CELEBRATED IN INDIA. IT CELEBRATES

THE TRIUMPH OF GOOD OVER EVIL AND

THE BEGINNING OF SPRING. HOLI IS

CELEBRATES BY THROWING COLOUR

POWDER OR 'GULAL" AT EACHOTHER.

PEOPLE WHO WORSHIP LORD KRISHNA

ARE DRAWN TO THIS FESTIVAL AS IT IS

SEEN TO BE SIMILAR TO HOW KRISHNA

WOULD PLAY WITH GOPIS (DAUGHTERS

AND WIVES OF COWHERDS)
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SONGKRAN IS THE NAME FOR THAI NEW
YEAR,IT IS A CELEBRATION OF LOVE AND
THANK, THE WORD SONGKRAN IN
SANSKRIT MEANS TO MOVE FOREWARD.
THROWING WATER HAS BECOME A LARGE
PART OF SONGKRAN, CROWDS OF
PEOPLE GATHER AND HAVE WATER
FIGHTS, BUDDHISTS ALSO VISIT
TEMPLES AND POUR WATER ON IMAGES
OF BUDDHA OR ON BUDDHIST MONK'S
HANDS AS A SIGN OF RESPECT. IMAGES
OF BUDDHA ARE ALSO PUT UP AROUND
VARIOUS CITITES SO THAT PEOPLE KEEP
HIM IN THEIR MINDS.



VAISAKHI,OR SIKH NEW YEAR,
ADDITIONALLY, IT CELEBRATES THE
SPRING HARVEST IN PUNJAB. TO
CELEBRATE, SIKHS WORSHIP AT
GURDWARAS AND ENJOY PARADES
THROUGH THE STREETS CALLED NAGAR
KIRTAN, TRADITIONAL CELEBRATIONS
INLUDE SINGING HYMS AND READING
SCRIPTURES, MANY SIKHS ALSO BELIEVE
THAT THE NEW YEAR IS THE DAY TO
BECOME PART OF THE KHALSA
BROTHERHOOD. FARMERS LIVING IN
PUNJAB ALSO USE THIS CELEBRATION TO
GIVE THANKS AND HOPE FOR A
PLENTIFUL HARVEST IN THE NEW YEAR.
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THE LUBI LUBI FESTIVAL IS CELEBRATED
IN THE PHILIPPINES, COMMONLY IN
GINGOOG CITY, THE NAME OF THE
FESTIVAL DIRECTY TRANSLATES TO

'COCONUT COCONUT" AS THE FESTIVAL

CELEBRATES THE COCONUT AND THE
ANNIVERSARY OF THE GLAN. IT
ACKNOWLEDGES THE IMPORTANCE OF

THE COCONUT AND INCLUDES STREET
DANCING, MUSIC, COSTUMES AND
HANDICARFTS. DANCERS WEAR
COSTUMES HIGHLIGHTING THE COCONU,
BY WEARING THEIR SHELLS TO SHOW
THEIR IMPORTANCE.
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THE KNEELING CARABAO FESTIVAL IS A
UNIQUE FESTIVAL HELD IN PULILAN,
BULACAN. USUALLY, NEARBY PROVINCES
JOIN IN ON THE FUN AND TAKE PART OF THE
PARADE OF DECORATED CARTS. THE
CARABAOS (A TYPE OF WATER BUFFALO)
HAVE BEEN TRAINED SINCE CHILDHOOD TO
FOLLOW HAND GESTURES TO KNEEL. THE
CARABOAS KNEEL IN FRONT OF THE SAN
ISIDRO LABRADOR PARISH CHURCH AS A SIGN
OF THANKS TO HONOUR THE FARMERS FOR
THEIR HARVEST.DURING THE PARADE, THERE
IS A MARCHING BAND ALL OVER TOWN
WHILST THE TOWN WEARS COSTUMES OR
BRIGHT COLOURS.
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Our next steps...

LL Spanish Club (years 5/6/7): May

LL Podcast: May

LL Magazine Release 2: June

LL Afrikaans Lesson : TBC

LL Support Lessons (year 7) : Ongoing




